
June 6, 2021   Lectionary 10  2nd Sunday after Pentecost  ELW Setting Six 

 

GATHERING 

GATHERING SONG Come, All You People: (ELW 819)  

1 Come, all you people, come and praise the Most High; 

come, all you people, come and praise the Savior; 

come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit; 

come now and worship the Lord. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase our faith and 

trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15 

Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither takes responsibility for 

their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. The curse on the snake was understood as a 

messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve’s “offspring” with Christ. 

A reading from Genesis. 

8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 

and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 

garden.9But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10He said, “I heard the 

sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told 

you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man 

said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the 

LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, 

and I ate.” 14The LORD God said to the serpent,  

 “Because you have done this, 

  cursed are you among all animals 

  and among all wild creatures; 

 upon your belly you shall go, 

  and dust you shall eat 

  all the days of your life. 

 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

  and between your offspring and hers; 

 he will strike your head, 

  and you will strike his heel.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared for us.  So we 

do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God 

promises to bring us into eternal life. 

A reading from Second Corinthians. 

 1Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2We have 

renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God's word; but by 



the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 
3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world 

has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 

ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake.  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 3:20-35 

[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] could not even eat. 
21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his 

mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the 

demons he casts out demons.” 23And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan 

cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided 

against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, 

he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property 

without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 

  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 29but 

whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—
30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. 32A crowd 

was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking 

for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around 

him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister 

and mother.” 

 

MESSAGE – Pastor Kristen Koch 

It is good to see so many faces this morning, and to greet those of you who are joining us online.  It’s been a 

long while since we’ve been in this sanctuary together.  It is good, Lord, to be here, but if the past 14 months 

has taught us anything it’s that the church is not the sanctuary or even the building, but rather the church is 

the community.  And while we sometimes describe the church as a family, the family of God is really so 

much more. 

 

In today’s gospel reading from Mark Jesus tells the crowd who’s come see him that the family of God 

extends beyond the boundaries of bloodline to embrace a whole variety of people whose common goal is 

doing the will of God.  Mark tells us that Jesus is told that his mother and brothers are looking for him.   

“And looking at those who sat around him, Jesus said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers!  Whoever does 

the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.’” 

 

The family of God was a crucial source of identity for the early Christians who first heard Mark’s gospel.   

Many of them had been disowned, disavowed, and even turned-in to the authorities by their families of birth  

because of their connection with Jesus.  And to be without a family in that time meant to be without an 

identity.  So for Jesus to proclaim that God’s family is formed around a different set of parameters meant that 

they were not abandoned.  They had a family and an identity. 

 

You know, families today are just as complicated as those in Biblical times.  There are those for whom 

family is a source of support and affirmation.  But for too many of us, family is a source of pain or  

rejection for not meeting family expectations.  Or for others, family has simply not been present in any way.   

But God’s family is intended to be something different.  God’s family is called together from a variety of  



ages, cultures, genders and perspectives - not for its own sake, but for the sake of the world.  In fact, part of 

the power of the church is that it is not a biological family, but rather a community of individuals whose 

focus is on the God of Love.  And God’s focus is on the world God loves. 

 

You may have heard this phrase: Friends are the family you choose.  Today Jesus reminds us that Church is 

the community that chooses God.  Church is the group of individuals who come together from every place in 

order to receive the good news of God’s love, week after week, so that those same individuals can go back 

into their daily lives to share and affirm and advocate for that love in their homes and neighborhoods and 

beyond. 

 

Church is the community that chooses God.  But that doesn’t mean it’s easy to be a part of.  In fact, 

sometimes it makes it even more challenging.  Just this Friday and Saturday during the Central States Synod 

Virtual Assembly we spent several hours together looking honestly at how the church over centuries used 

race to determine the value of a human being based on the color of their skin.  And how that racism infects 

the institution of the church to this day.   

 

It was hard work.  It was uncomfortable.  But it was also essential work in order for the church to live into 

our call to be the family of God.  And as a step towards becoming that beloved community, the assembly 

passed a resolution stating, “we, the Central States Synod of the ELCA, commit to being communities of 

repentance and transformation, working for reconciliation and restoration for the harms of racism due to our 

church and society. We seek to do this at all levels of our church in our congregations, conferences, and 

synod.” 

 

This will be hard, meaningful work, dear friends.  But as I look out at your faces and give thanks for your 

presence online, I rejoice that we will do this hard, meaningful work together.  For we are called by God into 

a unique, intentional community that is focused not on itself, but on the God of Life who loves the world.   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Rise, Shine, You People! (ELW 665)  

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 

our human story; God in him is centered. 

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 

with grace unbounded. 

 

2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling; 

he brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 

now are forgiven. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

God of wholeness, we pray for believers all over the globe. Unify us in service of the gospel, that we may 

work together as beloved siblings to share your love with all. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of the cosmos, we pray for creation; the gardens, waterways and creatures near to us and diverse forms 

of life that remain unseen. Teach us to treat the natural world with reverence, seeking restoration when 

human divisions have caused harm to your beloved creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of all people, we pray for harmony among the nations. Cast out from us unclean spirits of greed and 

fear, that we may work in solidarity with one another for the common good. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



God of abundance, we pray for those who are oppressed or in any need. Encourage those who have begun to 

lose heart. Strengthen and renew us with your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of righteousness, we pray for this holy house of worship. Set our gaze upon things eternal, that in 

thanksgiving for your mercy, we may extend grace to more and more people. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of the ages, in your goodness you have sent us faithful witnesses for every time and place. We give you 

thanks for those saints who now rest in your eternal mercy. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Remember and Rejoice (ELW 454)  

1 Remember and rejoice, 

renewed by floods of grace. 

We bear the sign of Jesus Christ, 

that time cannot erase. 

 

2 In life, in death, we trust 

in God's most holy name, 

forever traced by water sign, 

and sealed by Spirit flame. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 


